Application No. 10/578,499 

Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1-10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A mat for reducing the disturbance of 
particulate matter by wind, the mat including: 

(a) a first layer of knitted coarse mesh material; and 

(b) a second layer of knitted coarse mesh material; 

wherein the first layer is held in a substantially fixed position relative to the second 
lavef rlaven and the knitted coarse mesh material including at least one of a natural fiber and a 
plastic fiber. 

12. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A mat T he mat according to claim 11 
wherein the mesh material is a knitted material with average stitch length of between 2 mm 
and 6 mm, and the average separation between the first and second layer is between 2 mm 
and 10 mm. 

13. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) Ar^aat -The mat according to claim 12 
wherein the mesh material is formed fi-om plastics fibres. 

14. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A-mat -The mat according to claim 13 
wherein each layer of the mesh material has a porosity of between 10% and 50%. 

15. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A mat T he mat according to claim 14 
wherein each layer of the mesh material has a wind attenuation factor of between 40% and 
80% for wind directed at right angles onto the mesh material at 50km/h. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A helicopter landing mat, including one or more mats 
according to claim 10, fiirthor inoludinp claim 1 1 , further comprising a peripheral region 
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which has a greater mass per vinit area than the mesh material, wherein the first layer is 
attached to the second layer in the peripheral region. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A holicoptor The helicopter landing mat according to 
claim 16, wherein the mat has a length and a width which exceed the rotor span of a 
helicopter. 

1 8. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A method of reducing the disturbance of 
particulate matter on a surface by wind, including the steps of: 

(a) covering the surface wit h a mat which has a first layer of coarso mosh material 
and a second layer of coars e m e sh mat e rial, th e first layer being held in a substantially fix e d 
position r e lativ e to th e s e cond lay e r the mat of claim 1 1 : and 

(b) fixing the mat to the surface at a plurality of points around the periphery of the 

mat. 

19. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A m e thod of reducing th e disturbanc e of 
particulate matter on a surface by wind T he method according to claim 18, wherein each layer 
of the mesh material is a knitted material made firom plastics fibres with average stitch length 
of between 2 mm and 6 mm, and the average separation between the first and second layer is 
between 2 mm and 10 mm, and each layer of the mesh material has a porosity of between 
10% and 50% and a wind attenuation factor of between 40% and 80% for wind directed at 
right angles onto the mesh material at 50km/h. 



-3- 



